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Vorwort

Der Amtsantritt Ulrich Zwinglis am Zürcher Grossmünster zu Beginn 
des Jahres 1519 gilt seit langem als Beginn der Zürcher und damit auch 
der Schweizer Reformation. Er markiert zugleich den Beginn einer 
Bewegung, die, ungeachtet ihrer nicht geringen Pluralität, schon im 
16. Jahrhundert zu einer europaweiten «reformierten» Konfessionskul-
tur wurde. Diese wiederum hat sich im Laufe der Zeit zum weltweiten 
reformierten Protestantismus entwickelt, der in aller Vielfalt seiner 
Erscheinungsformen eine starke religiöse, theologische und kulturelle 
Gestaltungskraft besass und bis heute besitzt. So drängte sich der 
500. Jahrestag dieses Ereignisses geradezu auf, in Gestalt eines interna-
tionalen wissenschaftlichen Kongresses auf die Zürcher Reformation 
zurückzublicken. Ziel des Zürcher Kongresses vom 6. bis 8. Februar 
2019 war es, die gegenwärtige internationale Forschung zu bündeln 
und zu präsentieren. Dabei sollte die Zürcher Reformation aber nicht 
isoliert betrachtet, sondern auch ihre Rolle im Rahmen der europäi-
schen Reformationsbewegungen in den Blick genommen werden. Histo-
rische, wirkungsgeschichtliche, aber auch theologische Aspekte bis in 
unserer Gegenwart hinein sollten Berücksichtigung finden. Dass damit 
eine grosse Vielfalt von Themen, Perspektiven, Forschungsansätzen und 
-kulturen zusammenkommen, versteht sich von selbst. Wir haben, der 
Logik eines derartigen «Jahrhundertgeburtstags» folgend, eine solche 
heterogene forschungsgeschichtliche Momentaufnahme, bei der sich 
naturgemäss leicht auch thematische Lücken entdecken lassen, einem 
einheitlichen, aber perspektivisch beschränkten Themenband vorgezo-
gen. Unsere Hoffnung ist, dass der vorliegende Band nicht nur über den 
gegenwärtigen Forschungsstand informiert, sondern der Forschung 
auch neue Impulse zu verleihen vermag. Der Kongress wurde ermög-
licht durch die finanzielle Unterstützung durch den Schweizerischen 
Nationalfonds zur Förderung der wissenschaftlichen Forschung. Aus-
serdem danken wir der Evangelisch-reformierten Landeskirche des Kan-
tons Zürich für einen Druckkostenzuschuss.

Ariane Albisser und Peter Opitz
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From «Zwinglian» to «Swiss» 
Reformation. What’s in a name?
Forty Years of Research: Literature Review 

and Future Directions

By Emidio Campi

To Prof. Torrance Kirby on the Occasion of His 65th Birthday.

Introduction

«What’s in a name? That which we call a rose  
By any other name would smell as sweet.»1

says Juliet in perhaps the most famous scene of Shakespeare’s play, 
Romeo and Juliet. That may be true for a poet, but surely not for a 
plant scientist. Also, for historians, names can make a difference and 
even spark lively debates. The interrelation of the three terms 
«Zwinglian» «Swiss» and «Reformation» in the title of this paper, for 
example, has a lengthy history of controversies.2 In 1528, in his 
Confession Concerning Christ’s Supper Luther set the tone for gen-
erations to come: «I  testify on my part that I regard Zwingli as 
unchristian, with all his teachings, for he holds and teaches no part of 
the Christian faith rightly.»3 The deliberate attempts to undercut or 

1 Romeo and Juliet, II, ii, 1–2.
2 Kurt Guggisberg, Das Zwinglibild des Protestantismus im Wandel der Zeiten, Leip-

zig 1934; Fritz Büsser, Das katholische Zwinglibild. Von der Reformation bis zur 
Gegenwart, Zürich 1968.

3 Martin Luther, Vom Abendmahl Christi Bekenntnis (1528), WA 26, 342, 21–23: 
«Jch bekenne fur mich, das ich den Zwingel fur einen unchristen halte mit aller seiner 
lere, denn er helt und leret kein stueck des Christlichen glaubens recht» (Confession 
Concerning Christ’s Supper, LW 37:231).
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devalue the theological significance of the Zwinglian Reformation 
continued through into the early 20th century. To cut a long story short, 
it suffices to recall that until the end of World War I immensely 
fashionable among academic theologians and historians was Adolf von 
Harnack’s dictum: «in the treatment of the history of dogma from a 
universal point of view Zwingli may be left out of account»4.

The vast amount of primary and secondary source material made 
available at the turn of the 20th century prompted a wave of research 
that reached sizeable proportions in the 1940s and led to a drastic 
reappraisal of the reformer’s thought and influence in the 1970s.5 The 
most notable contribution came from Gottfried Wilhelm Locher, who 
signalled the theological distinctiveness and coherence of Zwingli’s 
teaching. Through countless studies culminating in his monumental Die 
zwinglische Reformation im Rahmen der europäischen Kirchengeschichte 
(1979), the preeminent Swiss scholar not only freed the Zurich reformer 
from the burden of Lutheran accusations, but also assured him a 
significant place in the pantheon of the magisterial reformers.6 Locher’s 
seminal work has stimulated a wide variety of specialized studies. 
Meanwhile there is as yet no sign that the flood of publications has 
abated, and the subject continues to attract the attention of courageous 
and creative scholars.

I bring this up because the organizers of the conference asked me to 
sketch out the broad lines of the historiography of the Zurich 
Reformation from 1979 onwards: to set the scene and mark out the 
terrain. My answer was, of course, a spontaneous «Yes», because I 
thought that I knew in broad strokes the rich scholarly debate on this 
issue over the past forty years. Digging deeper, however, I realized that 
the literature – most of which composed by dear colleagues who sadly 
are no longer with us, as well as by some participants in this conference – 
is so extensive as to make complete coverage impractical – and would 
be far beyond the scope of the present essay. I ask my colleagues’ 
indulgence if I refer to basic research and themes that stimulated later 
developments more often than to individuals, to problems and issues 

4 Adolf von Harnack, History of Dogma, 7 vols., Boston 1896–1905, 7: 268, no. 1.
5 Ulrich Gäbler, Zwingli im 20. Jahrhundert. Forschungsbericht und annotierte Bib-

liographie 1897–1972, Zürich 1975.
6 Gottfried. W. Locher, The Change in the Understanding of Zwingli in Recent 

Research, Church History 34 (1965), 3–24; Rudolf Dellsperger, Gottfried Wilhelm 
Locher 29. April 1911–11. Januar 1996, in: Zwing. XXIII (1996), 5–9; Peter Winze
ler, «Losend dem Gotzwort!» – Gottfried W. Lochers Bedeutung für die Zwinglifor-
schung, in: Zwing. XXV (1998), 43–63.
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rather than to specific monographs. The very abundance of scholarship 
makes such an approach necessary.

My presentation is divided into two main sections. The first and 
larger part will address the major developments of the past forty years 
that have enriched, deepened but also inhibited our understanding of 
the religious change in Zurich by referring to the following subject 
headings: source materials and key themes in the literature. In a second 
and smaller part I shall attempt to sketch some frameworks for further 
debate and discussion.

Part 1

1.1 Source materials

In 1975, in his account of the Zwingli research in 20th century Ulrich 
Gäbler praised the high scholarly standards of the critical edition of 
Zwingli’s works, noting however that the section concerning exegetical 
writings on the New Testament had not progressed with the desired 
rapidity, and consequently that research had been severely curtailed.7 
Their appearance was delayed by various factors (including staffing and 
funding) for a further 38 years, but by the end of 2013, the 5-volume set 
was published that completed Huldreich Zwinglis sämtliche Werke.8 
About a fifth of the material consists of hitherto unpublished Zwingli 
texts. We can now better grasp Zwingli’s biblical exegesis, his evolution 
from Erasmian humanist to reformer. Moreover, since his exegetical 
production took place within the context of the Prophezei, clearly the 
interpretation that resulted was a collective effort, however much the 
group of Zurich divines may have been dominated by the forceful 

7 Gäbler, Zwingli im 20. Jahrhundert 21–22, 26.
8 Huldreich Zwingli, Huldreich Zwinglis sämtliche Werke. Exegetische Schriften. 

Neues Testament, ed. by Max Lienhard and Daniel Bolliger, 5 vols., Zürich 2013: 
vol. 5: Evangelien nach Matthäus und Markus nach der von Leo Jud veranstalteten 
Erstausgabe, erschienen bei Froschauer 1539; vol. 6: Evangelien nach Lukas und 
Johannes sowie Evangelienharmonie nach der von Leo Jud veranstalteten Erstaus-
gabe, erschienen bei Froschauer 1539; vol. 7: Evangelien nach Matthäus, Markus 
und Johannes (die eine Parallelüberlieferung zu den Bänden 17, 18 und 20) nach dem 
Manuskript in der Zentralbibliothek Zürich: Ms Car II 181; vol. 8: Evangelium nach 
Matthäus (die andere Parallelüberlieferung zu den Bänden 17 und 19) nach dem 
Manuskript in der Zentralbibliothek Zürich: Ms Z V, 370; vol. 9: Briefe nach der 
von Leo Jud veranstalteten Erstausgabe, erschienen bei Froschauer 1539, und Juds 
Notizen zum Jakobusbrief.
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personality of the reformer. Thus, the study of these new documents can 
help our understanding of the origins of Zurich Reformation thought 
and institutions as well as of early modern biblical studies.

In the period under review other longstanding projects were 
completed or are now well underway. A notable example to begin with 
is Zwingliana.9 The journal, published continuously since 1897, is a 
rich seam to mine, as often important essays and primary sources have 
been scattered through its pages and make life difficult for scholars who 
do not have at hand specialized libraries. Responding to the challenges 
of the digital age, all volumes have been digitized and are accessible for 
free with a three-year delay for new issues. Currently more than 2200 
full-text searchable titles in 202 different issues of the journal are 
available online.

Many scholars recognize the Baden Disputation held in May 1526 
as a turning point in Swiss Reformation history. Although it ended with 
a clear victory by Johannes Eck, it estranged Bern, St. Gallen, Basel and 
Schaffhausen from their Catholic confederates, so that in 1528–1529 
the cities followed the example set by Zurich. A striking gap in our 
field of study was that until 2015 we lacked a modern edition of the 
proceedings of that gathering. The amount of effort it took for the 
editors to produce this volume of over 700 pages is staggering.10 From 
sifting through original hand-written notes jotted down during the 
disputation itself to collating the official and unofficial variants of 
minutes later published by the Catholics and Reformed took altogether 
17 years. The editing process was a long and eventful journey with 
many ups and downs, but at the end researchers and the scientific 
community felt they benefited more than they had imagined when they 
started. The result is a splendid critical edition that, along with the 
detailed and exhaustive introduction by Martin H. Jung, should 
henceforth be the decisive reference text for our understanding of the 
Baden Disputation.

 9 URL: http://www.zwingliana.ch/index.php/zwa (12.1.2020). See Bernd Moeller, Der 
Zwingliverein und die reformationsgeschichtliche Forschung, in: Zwing. XXV 
(1998), 5–20.

10 Die Badener Disputation von 1526. Kommentierte Edition des Protokolls. Mit einer 
historischen Einleitung von Martin H. Jung, ed. by Alfred Schindler and Wolfram 
Schneider-Lastin., Zürich 2015. The first and so far the only monographic study 
covering theological contents of the disputation is Irena Backus, The Disputations of 
Baden, 1526 and Berne, 1528. Neutralizing the Early Church, Princeton NJ 1993; 
German: Das Prinzip «Sola scriptura» und die Kirchenväter in den Disputationen 
von Baden (1526) und Bern (1528), Zürich 1997.
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Another example of fine editorial craftsmanship is the recent 
publication of Huldrych Zwingli’s Private Library.11 The authors have 
patiently and exhaustively documented not only Zwingli’s reading and 
the marginal notes Zwingli made in the books he owned – as Walther 
Köhler already did in 1921, followed by Alfred Schindler in 1988 and 
1989  – but have also taken on the painstaking task of examining 
Zwingli’s letters, wherein he mentions what he is reading, or makes 
striking, insightful, or simply expressive comments on these books. This 
sophisticated exploration into the historical context in which the 
reformer developed his thought and work is in nuce an intellectual 
biography of the reformer and a useful complement to the fascinating 
picture that emerges from the excellent new account of Zwingli’s life 
penned by Peter Opitz.12

Urgently needed for classrooms or private study was a selection of 
Zwingli’s writings in the original Latin or German text together with a 
translation into modern German. The timely appearance in 2018 of a 
handsome volume clearly meets that longstanding desideratum,13 along 
with the four-volume collection of selected works published in 1995 by 
the Zwingliverein.14 In passing, I mention that translations of Zwingli’s 
writings into English and Italian progress slowly but steadily since the 
500th anniversary of his birth,15 whereas in French there is only a small 
selection of his works available. Not to be forgotten are the Dutch and, 

11 Huldrych Zwingli’s Private Library, ed. by Urs B. Leu and Sandra Weidmann, Leiden 
2018; Walther Köhler, Huldrych Zwinglis Bibliothek. Neujahrsblatt auf das Jahr 
1921, zum Besten des Waisenhauses in Zürich, ed. by Gelehrten Gesellschaft, 84th 
article, Zürich 1921; Alfred Schindler, Zwinglis Randbemerkungen in den Büchern 
seiner Bibliothek. Ein Zwischenbericht über editorische Probleme, in: Zwing. XVII 
(1988), 477–496; 18 (1989), 1–11.

12 Peter Opitz, Prophet, Ketzer, Pionier des Protestantismus, Zürich 32019.
13 Zwingli lesen. Zentrale Texte des Zürcher Reformators in heutigem Deutsch, ed. by 

Peter Opitz and Ernst Saxer, Zürich 2018.
14 Huldrych Zwingli Schriften, ed. by Thomas Brunnschweiler and Samuel Lutz, Zürich 

1995.
15 Huldrych Zwingli Writings: 500th anniversary volume, ed. and transl. by Edward 

Julius Furcha, H. Wayne Pipkin and Allison Park PA 1984; Huldrych Zwingli, The 
Implementation of the Lord’s Supper; transl. and introd. by Jim West, Atlanta 2016; 
Ulrico Zwingli, Scritti teologici e politici, ed. by Ermanno Genre and Emidio Campi, 
Torino 1985; Ulrico Zwingli, Breve istruzione cristiana, ed. by Bernard Roussel, 
Torino 1988; Ulrico Zwingli, Scritti pastorali, ed. by Ermanno Genere and Fulvio 
Ferrario, Torino 1996; Huldrych Zwingli, La provvidenza di Dio, ed. by Ermanno 
Genre, Torino 2004; Huldrych Zwingli, Amica esegesi, ed. by Ermanno Genre, 
Torino 2017.
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more recently, the Japanese and Korean translations.16 Most of these 
texts are in the public domain and may be used freely for educational 
and academic purposes.

Among other lacunae which were filled recently, three editions 
reflect the renewed interest in research into the complex relationship 
between magistrate and church. The first is the digital edition of selected 
Zurich legal source texts (eRQZH, 2009–2018) from the Middle Ages 
and Early Modern Period, including normative texts (e. g. mandates, 
court rulings, arbitration awards) and legal practices. The second is the 
collection of the Zurich Church Ordinances (1525–1675), covering in 
addition to the practices of the church’s government, marriage laws, 
educational regulations, poor relief and other social regulations, 
sumptuary laws and decrees on morality. The third edition is a compila-
tion of witch trials culminating in death sentences which occurred in the 
Zurich territory (1487–1701).17 Together, these three collections are 
promising tools for research with broad implications for our under-
standing of the causes and consequences of the Zurich Reformation 
until the end of Reformed orthodoxy.

Moving to the second leading Zurich reformer, the recent growth in 
scholarship on Heinrich Bullinger that emerged around the four 
hundredth anniversary of his birth in 2004, to which we shall soon 
return, has produced a series of outstanding publications of source 
material. Among the most urgent desiderata that were fulfilled there 
are: the first ever critical edition of the Decades,18 the theological treatise 
De scripturae sanctae authoritate,19 some of his influential pastoral 

16 List of translations in various languages in Jacques V. Pollet, Huldrych Zwingli et le 
Zwinglianisme, Paris 1988, 407–412.

17 Elektronische Rechtsquellen-Edition Zürich (= eRQZH), URL: https://staatsarchiv.
zh.ch/internet/justiz_inneres/sta/de/ueber_uns/organisation/editionsprojekte/rq.html 
(18.2.2020); Zürcher Kirchenordnungen 1520–1675, ed. by Emidio Campi and Phi-
lipp Wälchli, Zürich 2011; Otto Sigg, Hexenprozesse mit Todesurteil. Justizmorde 
der Zunftstadt Zürich. Vom bösen Geist in Stadt und Land Zürich und im aargaui-
schen Kelleramt – Dokumentation zu den 79 mit Todesurteil endenden sogenannten 
Hexenprozessen im Hoheitsgebiet der Stadt Zürich 1487–1701, Frick 2012. See also 
Basler Kirchenordnungen 1528–1675, ed. by Emidio Campi and Philipp Wälchli, 
Zürich 2012.

18 Heinrich Bullinger. Sermonum decades quinque de potissimis Christianae religionis 
capitibus (1552), ed. by Peter Opitz, 2 vols. (HBTS 3.1–3.2), Zürich 2008.

19 Heinrich Bullinger. De scripturae sanctae authoritate deque episcoporum institutione 
et functione (1538), ed. by Emidio Campi, Zürich 2009 (HBTS 4).


